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The Shoken Empress and the spirit of factory girls in Tomioka Silk Mill

Masukichi YAMAZAKI

Summary

These days, people are more interested in world herritages. People in Tomioka city,
Gunma prefecture are interested in world herritages as well. People in this area hope to
register world herritages legally as soon as possible. At one time, as registration of world
herritage in Hiraizumi was postponed, the registration of Tomioaka Silk Mill and the places
of histric interest ware greatly worried. But histric interest of Hiraizumi was registered
in 2011. Currently Tomioka Silk Mill and the places of histric interest are expecting to be
registered next. In these circumstances, I lectured on The Shoken Empress and the spirits
of factory girls in Tomioka Silk Mill at Meiji Shrine on November 9th 2011. The Shoken
Empress visited modern factory, Tomioka Silk Mill on June 24th 1873. I spoke about the
impact of visit of The Shoken Empress in my article. I also wrote on the same theme for
my lecture for the magazine, "Wakaba"(No.46). As I could not express my thoughts enough in
this article. Here I will fully deal with the impact of The Shoken Empress in Tomioka Silk
Mill.
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