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Recent Studies in Craft Guilds in Pre-industrial Europe

Tatsuyuki KARASAWA

Summary

After 1980s, craft guilds in pre-industrial Europe have been rehabilitated not only as ocio-

cultural institutions but also as efficient economic institutions which benefited the pre-

industrial economy by revisionist scholarship. But, this rehabilitation view has met with the

criticism that sees craft guilds as exercising costly monopolies. This paper reviews recent

studies in craft guilds, and discusses important questions which the debate raises; market

conditions in the pre-industrial economy, regional differences in crafts guilds, the political

economy of craft guilds, and the way to approach them.
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