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A Study of “Muen-shakai” (a Disconnected Society):
Obligation of Economics and Some Points at Issue

Sakai Akio

Summary

Nippon Hoso Kyokai (NHK, Japanese Broadcasting Corporation in English) reported on 31
January 2010 that thirty-two thousand people a year died lonely and that they were buried by the
local governments. This news triggered a rapidly growing interest in “disconnected society” or the
social circumstances that the bonds were reduced in family, community and workplace
respectively. It would appear that both macro and micro economic currents are deeply involved in
this social change and that respective fields of social science, economics in particular, have a
responsibility to ascertain the reason the disconnected society has developed and the present and
future pictures of the society to introduce required measures. Chapter One (I) of this paper aims to
explore the real pictures and the economic backgrounds of lonely death, suicide, social withdrawal,
destructions of family and community and irregular employment and to describe the whole picture
of the disconnected society. Chapter Two (II) provides a general perspective about the process
economics became aware of the study issues on the disconnected society. In addition, it suggests
what to be considered in application of the notion of social inclusion in Japan and the need looking

into both economical and financial impact of social capital.
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