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Present Conditions and Types of Mountain Villages
of Japan in the Early 21t century

Nishino Toshiaki

Summary

The purpose of this paper is to analyze the present conditions of the mountain villages of Japan in
the early 215* century. The revolution of fuel sources from a predominance of charcoal to other
means in the early 1960s produced a particularly negative economic impact on the mountain
villages whose income depended wholly on charcoal production. Accordingly, those villages
predominantly dependent on charcoal production suffered great impacts as their populations moved
to rapidly industrializing urban areas in search for more plentiful employment opportunities.
Reacting to this population removal, the government of Japan implemented a number of policies in
attempt to stop the decreases in rural populations. In the past 45 years, what has characterized the
populations of the mountain villages?

The mountain villages of early 215t century Japan are divided into seven types with regard to
overall population decline and the proportion of young inhabitants. We find that the number of
mountain villages where the population actually increased during this time period is small when
compared to those villages that experienced dramatic decreases in population.

There are several factors that affect population stability in a mountain region in Japan. The first of
these are improvements to the road and transportation infrastructure to cities that have made
much more accessible to inhabitants of the mountain villages. The second factor depends on
whether a region can develop and market itself as a vacation resort destination. And finally, a
region can stabilize and grow its population by developing regional products to be sold outside of
the region.

The basic industry of the mountain village was forestry for a long times, however, forestry of



EIFREH N mE s H45 2012

T

Japan of today is not an economic a base of the mountain villages, because, after 1964, the import
wood of a low price came to occupy the lumber market of Japan and the price of domestic lumber
has fall since 1980. The forest holders cannot obtain the profit by production of woods; therefore,
they lost the volition of forest management. Thus, in the mountain villages of Japan of today, the

public function of forest for the maintenance of country has decline by the globalization of economy.
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