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Political Economy on Public Works

Ikegami Jun

Summary

Local citizens participate in pubic works with a general public purpose to overcome the crisis
affecting the nation-state and achieve the revitalization. This paper aims to approach this process
from the view of political economy.

From a historical perspective, the New Deal programs were implemented in the United States
during the Great Depressions of the 1930s with a general public purpose of “revitalization of grass-
root democracy”. The programs promoted public works focusing on construction of a multipurpose
dam and establishment of a agricultural college. The results had a great impact on political
economy on public works and contributed to establishment of decentralized public works.

This paper aims to study the actual situation of “decentralized public works” based on the
positive analysis in Japan and to shape “political economy on public works” based on the study
results.

Public works in the twenty first century need to develop the New Deal programs to create a new
type of “political economy on public works”. This paper discusses local culture, environment and
community-based efforts to create job opportunities and provides the in-depth insight into “local
management” created by a harmonious combination of private and public sectors in comparison to a
larger-scale public management with worldwide networks. In addition, the paper comprehensively
studies construction of the public spaces for local revitalization and the cost sharing.

This attempt will provide a new vision of political economy by having our sights set on respective

local endemism and cosmopolitanism beyond the nation states.
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