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A Study on Recent Problems of the Japanese
South Americans and the Resolution

Fukui Chizu

Summary

The purpose of this study is to discuss how to establish better local communities coexisting with
the Japanese South-Americans in the Japan’s society and the resolutions for various problems the
Japanese South-Americans have through the analysis of various issues such as coexistence of
native residents and the Japanese South Americans, who have burgeoned after changes to the
Immigration Law enacted in 1990, in local communities, the background factors the South-
American Japanese communities have to send out migrant workers to Japan and their circumstance
and various problems of the Japanese South Americans.

The number of the Japanese South Americans coming to work in Japan increased rapidly since
revision of the Immigration Law? in 1990. Behind this increase, there are some background factors
including 1) Japanese small-medium firms, large manufacturer and assembly plants in need of
securing labor force and 2) less chance for the Japanese South-Americans to get job in South-
American socleties and lower pay. Therefore, needs in both Japanese society and South-American
societies are consistent with each other; Japan needs to complement labor shortage and the
Japanese South-Americans need to get job outside their countries due to few job opportunities for
those in he Japanese communities of South-American countries, and consequently the number of
the Japanese South Americans coming to work in Japan increased. Increased Japanese South-

American migrants generated frictions due to coexistence with native residents in many local

1) Emigration and Immigration Management and Refugee Recognition Law (called “the Immigration Law”)
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communities in Japan attributing differences in cultural backgrounds and daily custom and the
problem resolution was required. Residences of the Japanese South-Americans migrants have been
concentrated in local cities where they have been working and they have been called newcomers in
local governments. Ministry of Internal Affairs and Communication announced in March 2006 (the
18th year of Heisei) policy recommendations of “the Multicultural Coexistence Promotion Program”
in response to increasing inhabitation of the Japanese South-Americans in local communities.
Then, local governments with many non-Japanese residents have been required to change policies
toward “urban development to improve conditions to live together with non-Japanese”. In turn,
cities with many Japanese South-American residents or other non-Japanese residents have held the
“Council for Cities of Non-Japanese Residents” since 2001 to address analysis and resolution of
various problems and have made proposals to the central government.

I have continued the study on the Japanese South-Americans with the fieldworks focusing on
circumstances of the Japanese immigrants in South-American countries and circumstances of the
local Japanese communities. Since this study exposed some problems including difficulties in
coexistence of the Japanese South-Americans with native residents in Japan’s local communities
and hollowing out of adolescent population in the Japanese communities of South American
countries due to migration of workforce to Japan in the course, I included several problems the
Japanese South-Americans living in Japan and the Japanese communities of South American
countries have as a study subject.

In this article, I determine the background factors of migrant workers, various problems in
coexistence of non-Japanese with native residents, various problems occurring in their native lands
due to emigration of workforce, problems the Japanese South-Americans in Japan and the Japanese
communities of South American countries have and examine the resolutions based on the results of
the interviews held in the Japanese South-Americans of the Japanese communities and of the
transmigration areas in Spanish-speaking countries in 2005 to 2008, of the questionnaires in the

Japanese South-Americans living in Shizuoka prefecture in 2006.
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