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The Study and Review for the Vicissitude of
the Watarasekeikoku-Railway and the Area along this Railway

Oshima Toshihiko * Liu Zhi Fei

Summary

The Ashio Railway-Line was decided to the policy to close its local lines with the few traffic
density under the Japan-National-railway (JNR) Financial Reform Act of 1980. So “The Limited
Effort of Riding” was operated in local-governments along this Railway. As a Result, the Ashio
Railway-Line was replaced to the Watarasekeikoku-Railway company (the third sector railway not
JR), and to convenience. Passengers of this railway were increased for a moment, but they were
declined to decrease after several years and Management of this railway grew even worse. So
“Watarase Dream Ticket” (free pass for a year) was sailed from 2005 to 2006 for reconstruction, but
it was clear wrong. This railway has supported by local-governments along this railway for about

twenty years.
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