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The study on promotion of life jackets by work improvement

Hisamune Shuji

Summary

Fishermen have a higher incidence of fatal accidents than onshore workers and main cause of
those accidents is falls into the sea. While the number of casualties due to maritime accident stood
at 50 (57.5%), those resulting from falls into the sea excepting maritime accidents stood at 64
(59.3%). Japan Coast Guard reported that the number of casualties on fishing vessels due to
maritime accidents and falls into the sea stood at 154 in total (yearly average from 2001 to 2007),
which accounts for more than half of all the accidents on vessels. The survival rate of fishermen in
life jacket on a fishing boat is 45%, which is double compared to 24% of those without life jacket.

Improvement of the life jacket wearing rate requires fishermen’s improvement to wear life jacket
at their own will. The activities encouraging fishermen to wear life jacket voluntarily is effective
and such activities have achieved considerable effects in Fisheries Cooperative Association of
Haruki in Osaka Precture. We analyzed activities of the areas running a campaign encouraging to
wear life jackets and factors behind the success to roll out the activities and then reached the key

points encouraging wearing life jackets.
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