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St. George’s Company in Seventeenth
and Early Eighteenth Century Norwich

Karasawa Tatsuyuki

Abstract

St. George’s Company was a social organization authorized to manage the inaugural feast on
Guild day in early modern Norwich. This article examines its structure, social functions and
members’ mentalities. Members of the company consisted of constituents of the city government
such as aldermen and common councillors and sufficient citizens elected by freemen of each ward.
The company strengthened the social unity among the ruling elite through cooperative
management of mayoral ceremonies and gave opportunities for aspiring citizens to advance their
political career in the city. In the late seventeenth and the early eighteenth centuries, however,
despite an increase of enrolled members, many members requested to be discharged from bearing
the feast and gradually lost their loyalty to the company. It suggests changed mentalities of
citizens having organized civic feasts and gives a clue to understand the characteristics of urban

communities in early modern England.
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24  Minute, pp. 558, 572.
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25 EREBPEBROGRMERIL, 4 ROBREKIESA SN TO R,
26 Minutes, pp. 646-647.
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29 79— 07Ta7 4 —)IZOWTIE, N. Rogers, Whigs and Cities: Popular Politics in the Age of Walpole and Pitt
(Oxford, 1989), pp. 338-339, %, 18H#l /1) v ¥ D4 fkIZ 2w TiE, M. Knights, ‘Politics, 1660-1835’, in Rawcliffe &
Wilson eds., Norwich since 1550, % .,
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