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Study of Problems in the Society of
Japanese South Americans
(On the problem of the hollowing out of younger generation)

Fukui Chizu

Summary

Many Japanese emigrated to South America before and after World War 1II, and some of their
settlements have a history of over 100 years. The various problems faced in the destinations to
which they emigrated have changed, from the beginning of settlement up to the present, together
with transformations in the larger society. In communities comprised of people of Japanese
ancestry (Nikkei) in modern times, the problems related to establishing a livelihood when they first
arrived have undergone a transformation into a set of problems involving circumstances
surrounding coexistence with indigenous South Americans and their society, the passing down of
the Japanese language, the identity of Nikkei, migrants from such communities traveling to Japan to
work, the decrease in young people and birthrate caused by such migration, and the shrinking
and/or expansion of Nikkei communities. The present paper, based on the results of interview
surveys taken at Nikkel emigration destinations, clarifies problems faced in the modern era by
Nikkei communities in South America, particularly the problem of the “hollowing out” of the
younger generation, which has significant repercussions for Nikkei society in these countries, and

examines possible solutions to these problems.
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