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Study on Modern Unazuki Onsen in Toyama Prefecture (2)
Tomizawa Kazuhiro Wakabayashi Hideyuki
Summary

Unazuki Onsen is currently the biggest hot spring resort in Toyama prefecture.

Unazuki Onsen is located as the gateway to Kurobe Canyon, which boasts Japan’s
premier glorious view, and is the earliest hot spring resort having been developed in
Toyama prefecture with a major investment.

Unazuki Onsen is a relatively new hot spring resort and the opening was in year 13 of
the Taisho Era (1924). Before then, many hot springs were scattered in Kurobe Canyon and
each of them was doing small business. However, all of them were so hard to access that
only the neighborhood residents use them.

There were many plans to pipe hot spring water from the sources in the canyon to
villages downstream and to run hot spring hotels there. However, all the plans ended up in
failure due to financial and technical obstacles.

Those obstacles were solved by the development of power resources in the Kurobe river
accompanied by development of tourism in Kurobe Canyon and of of Unazuki Onsen with a
lot of capital invested by Tokyo Aluminium Corp. and Japan Electric Powers Corp.

The purpose of this article is to look at the history of Unazuki Onsen from beginning of
the Meiji Era when small hot spring spots were scattered in Kurobe canyon to beginning
of the Showa Era when Unazuki Onsen was opened and the spa business began to take

firm root by reviewing newspaper articles and historical data of relevant companies.
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