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The Inspections of Silkkworm Eggs Conducted by Municipal
Intendances during the Period Enforcing the Inspection Law

— The Study Focusing on the Efforts in Gunma Prefecture —
Kazuhiro TOMIZAWA - Satoshi ESAKI

Summary

It was the 30’s of the Meiji Era (1897 —1906) that there showed a sign to change in the
conventional keynote policy in the administration for sericultural industry. Some radical measures to
regulate qualities of raw silk, cocoons and silkworm eggs were mapped out along with expanding
foreign trades after the Sino— Japanese War. The representative example was promulgation of a law
for inspections of silkworm eggs.

While the law mandated the nationwide, uniformed inspections of silkworm eggs for each of
prefectural and city governments, enormous budget using local taxes was compiled and
governmental subsidy was granted for the enforcement.

The budget for inspections of silkworm eggs had already passed at the ordinary prefectural
assembly of Gunma prefecture in Meiji 27 (1894) prior to nationwide promulgation of the law
regulating the inspections due to strong requests from local sericultural manufacturers, which
meant that Gunma had been one of the prefectural governments conducting the inspections with
local taxes in the earlier stages. In addition, Gunma already eyed the possibility to receive the
governmental subsidy granted by the law. The annual budget for the inspections in Gunma ranged
from JPY 10,000 to JPY 20,000 or less, which constituted substantial portion of the budget in the mid
30’s of the Meiji Era. The governmental subsidy covered 30% of the budget in accordance with the

law. Most of the budget for inspections was labor cost, which accounted for about 70% every year.
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However, implementation of the law did not solve all the problems resulting from silkworm
diseases.

Silkworm diseases diversified along with development of sericultural industry. Although most of
research workers had been hired temporarily so far, the hiring system had to be reviewed in many
aspects. Consequently, domestic sericultural industry associations called for formulation of a new
law, which contributed to submission of the Prevention Law against Silkworm Diseases in Meiji 38
(1905). The law stipulated that the inspection could intervene in production process of silkworm
eggs. Since then, the authorities concerned and the Gunma prefectural assembly were required to
secure professional research workers and respond to unification of silkworm eggs and other

challenges leading to promulgation of Sericultural Industry Law.
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