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Socio-Economic Historical Research of Tateyama Hot Spring
during the Middle-Late Meiji Period

Kazuhiro TOMIZAWAQO Hideyuki WAKABAYASHI

Summary

Meiji era was the time when transportation and many other infrastructures started
being organized, and that influenced the management of hot spring deeply.

Although during the early modern times, the hot spring was aimed to be utilized by the
peasants of neighboring area, the development of transportation service made it possible
for people to travel in short period of time, which resulted in the increasing the usage of
hot springs amongst city inhabitants.

However, only those hot springs, which corresponded to city inhabitants’s needs such as
frequency of transportation, completeness of facility and service experienced a large
development, where those hot springs which could not provide experienced a big lost.

The hot spring areas in Toyama prefecture during the Meiji era, developed their
transportation and facility services which resulted to a good success.

Yet, Tateyama hot spring never reached the development, and had to sell their right of
administration to hot spring in Meiji 30. This report searches the core reasons of why the
Fukami Family had to let go their right, by looking through their operational record back
in Meiji 20.

Tateyama hot spring during Meiji era accommodated average of 1,500 people per year,

and the numbers were increasing slowly compared to the early modern times. However,
010
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the classes of users were mainly inhabitants of farm villages from neighbored areas, which
was similar to the classes of users back in early modern times.

Moreover, although the unique geographical condition of Tateyama mountain attracted
more mountain climbers, the path to the hot springs were steep, and because of the
amount of snow they got every winter decreased customers, which resulted in them
closing down their hot springs during the winter season.

Tateyama hot springs, during the operation of the Fukami Family, never resolved the
problems they carried, which resulted in only bringing customers who still continued to
come, which means they only attracted customers from early modern times on, by Meliji

30, they had to give up their operational rights.
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