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The Primitiveness of the Concept of a Person and
Ability to Remember
— Examining the Identity of a Person—

Atsushi FUKUDA
Abstract

When we examine the concept of a person, one must keep in mind that the concept is a primitive
one. This "primitiveness" means here, as Strawson argued in his Individuals, that the concept of a
person is prior to the concept of a mind and to the concept of a body. The same thing could be said
to the argument of the identity of a person.

In the case of the philosophical problem of personal identity, memoryd or consciousnessO is
regarded as one representative criteria of its identity. And it has been argued that the question is
whether specific memory, mental or brain state can be ascribed to a particular person or not. Yet,
it is inappropriate to treat memory just as an ascription of some mental state, and not from the
perspective that memory is our ability of recollectiond remembering(l For a person, who has the
mental and physical aspect, remembering is the capability to reconstitute the identity between the

existent that has been existed with his career as a person, and past himself within this career.
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