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Consideration of Community Formation in Emigrant Societies
and Methods of Establishing Community Networks

Chizu FUKUI

Summary

A further advancement in the network society since the dawn of the 21st century has raised
people’s interest in the establishment of communities and community applications of IT

technology.

Revolutions in the information and communication technology field, including the Internet, have
reduced the cost of communications with overseas and other remote areas, thereby leading to a
progress in the networking among communities. This has encouraged community communication,
namely, communication among communities. This has generated a new social phenomenon in
which information is transmitted and exchanged through cyberspace built in the networks. It is
also bringing about interesting changes to the formation and structure of communities and methods

of community communication.

Japanese emigrants overseas are forming Japanese community associations according to their
home prefectures and places of settlement. Moreover, in the wake of the bubble economy in the
1980s, there has been a dramatic increase in the number of people of Japanese ancestry, especially
those from Latin America, who come to Japan for the purpose of entering the work force. These
foreigners coming to Japan settle in cities and towns where they take up employment, and they thus
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form groups and communities in those areas. Many of the regional cities where many foreigners
live have recently taken measures to strengthen policies to accept foreigners coming to Japan,
working toward‘ creation of cities hospitable to foreigners.” The Japanese society as a whole is

also undergoing some changes to make a society taking a symbiosis with foreigners into account.

This paper focuses on social changes related to communities and community communication, and it
clarifies the conditions of formations, structure, and activities of communities made up mainly of
Latin Americans of Japanese ancestry. It also examines the correlation between those communities
and network society, followed by the situation of community networks and establishment of

communication.
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