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International Negotiations relating to Gls

Masaya ARAKI

Summary

This article makes an assessment of negotiations relating to legal protection for geographical
indications under the Agreement on Trade-related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights.

The introduction of the protection system of geographical indications is not suitable for all the
member of countries of WTO. In other words, not every country will be able to benefit from this
system. Several reasons can be pointed out. For example, this system is advantageous to countries
who have well known geographical terms around the world or preserve the traditional rural
production. In contrast, countries without such terms or traditions might be compelled to
introduce the system solely to protect foreign geographical terms. So every country have to
recognize the various aspects of geographical indications and assess their national interest before
they decide whether they must introduce this system or not. Above all, each country should be
aware that the system of geographical indications is not merely a part of intellectual property

rights, but is also a means of agricultural policy.
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