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Fraternities in Late Medieval England

Tatsuyuki KARASAWA

Summary

This article examines the geographical distribution, organization, and various functions of
fraternities in late medieval England, and evaluates their adaptability and flexibility. Fraternities
were distributed throughout England, not only in towns or densely populated and wealthy areas but
also in relatively small settlements which required religious services, trading networks, adequate
government, and so on. The organization was very simple, so people with different social
backgrounds could participate in collective activities. Religious concerns such as the devotion to
patron saints and the relief of souls were common, but fraternities also had political, social, and
economic functions. These latter aspects prove that fraternities were adaptable to profound
economic, social, and political changes in late medieval England. This article furthers our

understanding of late medieval communities, which were not static entities but dynamic processes.
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