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Hoshino Chotaro and the Development of Petitioning
during the First Session of the Diet

Kazuhiro TOMIZAWA

The first session of the diet was held in November 1890, in the midst of the so-called 1890 crisis.
Hoshino Chotaro and other concerned entities in the direct export of silk business filed a petition,
“ The Aid and Sustained Growth of Silk Trade”, with the sole intent that it would be discussed in
the diet and impel for legislative proceedings to protect and promote the operations of their direct
exporting silk company,Yokohama Doshin Kaisha.

It was a time the environment surrounding direct export of silk business underwent severe
changes including the retraction of a protective policy installed by the Meiji government. In
particular, following the government’s support was abolished in March 1889, silk business was
forced into an inevitable slow down, and effectively the sole direct exporting company of silk,
Yokohama Doshin Kaisha was also inevitably suffering from severe financial difficulties.

In the midst of such circumstances the petition was activity formed among shippers and
shareholders of Yokohama Doshin Kaisha. The purpose of the petition was as a matter of fact, to
claim the revival of the institution,” the government concerned documentary foreign exchange”
and to establish a trade insurance organization for effectively promoting the direct export of silk.
Clearly, it was an activity purposed to induce a recovery within the silk export industry under
financial and insurance protection guidelines backed by the goverment.

Concurrently with this movement, Hoshino Chotaro and other concerned parties had also filed
two other petitions with both the goverment and the diet, namely,“ Petition for Abolishing Export

Tax on Silk and By-Products” and’ Petition for Carrying Out an Examination of Silkworm Eggs.”
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The former was for enforcing the competitiveness in exports by exempting custom duties on silk
and related accessory products (at the time duties on silk were approximately 23.625 yen/60kg.).
The latter was directed for issuing an ordinance that strictly governs breeders of silkworms, which
comprised the base of this sericulture industry, with the objects of wiping out silkworm disease and
purging unfair breeders.

These two petitions eloquently expressed the minds of traders nationwide involved in this
sericulture industry, who had been suffering from low prices of silk thread products, silkworm
disease and elict breeding of silkworms. Being formed on a solid vision to promote direct exports of
silk by improving the quality of silk through selective silkworm eggs, these petitions have held two
ultimate basic goals, namely the reform of silk trade and the modernization of sericulture industry
as a whole. The petition activities involved fifty to sixty thousand people and since they were the
well-timed demands, which evolved into a nationwide movement continuing until March 1891.

However, these three petitions had produced no results during the period of the first session of
the diet. That is to say, the agenda was delayed due to the confrontation between the ruling
goverment and opposition parties, specifically regarding the fiscal budget, and subsequently the
session closed on March 7, 1891, unfortunately,without time alloted for discussion of these
petitions.

However, the logic and the demands contained within these petitions, and most of the methods
used in presenting them were continuously employed up to the time of the 10th diet in 1897. From
this standpoint, the petition activities during the first session of the diet seemed to serve as a base
for the legislative movement operated over a period of 7 years, demanding an establishment of a
supportive policy for direct exports of silk.

The next article will deal with “ The Bill of Promoting Sericulture Industries” established over
the period extending two successive diet sessions, the second and the third, which were held

respectively in November 1891 and in May 1892.
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