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The Tasks and Composition of Public Finance (1)

Ichiro KATO

[Summary]

At present, there are various textbooks for public finance in Japan. They lack a common
established framework. This diversity signifies there are many vigorous discussions from
various perspectives and further study development is desirable. However, for those who want
to study public finance, it is useful to know common aspects particular to the field of public
finance, and hence, where such specific features can be found in textbooks. The author selected
ten textbooks dealing specifically with public finance, which were published during the last ten
years, and investigated common viewpoints and specific features. Previous papers written by
the author and Adam Smith’s works were selected in order to form foundational criteria in
order to effectively provide a comparison on these textbooks. The contents of Adam Smith’s
works included public expenses and revenues, and public debts. According to his paper, this
paper takes formats such that chapters on public finance are written at the beginning with the
summary added towards the end. In addition, this paper was written based on about half of the

total discussion.
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