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The Presupposition of Study on Kiito Jikiyushutsu Shoreihou

Kazuhiro TOMIZAWA

Summary

It is likely to be considered that there are very few scholars who have an accurate knowledge
together with a strong interest toward the establishment and abolishment of the law named
Kiito Jikiyushutsu Shoreihou, which promoted Direct Export of Raw SilK that existed almost
a century years ago. If it is to seek such scholars who have keen awareness of historical
background and its founders, the number of them decreases even more. The previous research-
es have shown that the number of major monographs are less than 10, moreover, based on the
compilations in well-known historical dictionaries and reference books, it appears that to a
greater extent that all studies and evaluations have been thoroughly completed, leaving little

room for additional topics.

Could this actually be the case? Although I possess deep respect for those of authoritative
classical academic achievements, government-edited documents, the greatest dictionaries, they

are not absolutely reliable. In addition, the previous researches may also contain mistakes.

As T have been aspiring since 1986 to further study the movement surrounding the direct
export of raw silk, and through my review of over 20,000 related classical documents written
by its leader Chotaro Hoshino, I have found a great number of the first documents about the
establishment of the law, discovering the fact that there had been a long foregoing history and
effort leading up to it. Throughout the movement, Chotaro Hoshino had been at its center and

it could not be separated from the theoretical leader, Masana Maeda, of derect export move-
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ment during the Meiji era together with the national business group campaign he led. These
are facts which had not been referred to in the previous documents,and as a result of reviewing
and examining such recent data in addition to earlier researches, I was astonished that the
ratio of indicated and clarified facts to whole was quite diminutive, and hold problems about

manipulation, interpretation of documents, and recognition of facts.

Encountered by this shocking fact during the summer of 1986, I declared as the origin of my
study on the law promoting direct export of raw silk, and upon doing so commenced my life as a
researcher to this very day. Following a year of contemplation, in January 1988 I wrote the
first thesis on‘ Trend of silk-reeling managers and silk traders on the law promoting direct
export of raw silk:Chotaro Hoshino and the campaign for the enactment of legislation for direct
export , followed by an official announcement of Chotaro Hoshino and the first-term campaign
for the enactment of legislation on direct export in November 1989, Establishment of the law
promoting direct export of raw silK in June 1992, and“ Chotaro Hoshino and the history of the
first-term campaign for the enactment of legislation on direct export in March 1994. In
parallel with those works of writing, I have been investigating the documents of Chotaro
Hoshino to a deeper level, excavating many important historical materials that have not

previously introduced to the academic world.

I have come to realize that it is the lifetime task systematically review and take into
consideration over 20,000 papers of Chotaro Hoshino. Among those documents,I have already
discovered many historical aspects that could revise the common opinions toward the history of

the Japanese silk-reeling industry.

A considerable amount of data that was left in Tokyo and Yokohama has either been lost or
destroyed during the Great Kanto Earthquake and the Second World War, however, the
documents of Chotaro Hoshino, who lived in Tokyo in the Meiji era, exist without damage. The
documents were safe because in November 1908, after Chotaro Hoshino’ s death, they had
been removed from his house in Iida-machi, Koujimachi-ku, Tokyo, (now Iidabashi,
Chiyoda-ku) to his hometown, Kurohone-mura mizunuma, Seta-gun, Gunma (now

Kurohone-mura, Seta-gun), and have been safely stored since the relocation.

A large number of documents, papers,memos, drafts, and other records were included, and

they were the first historical data about the enactment and abolition of Kiito Jikiyushutsu
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Shoreihod . These materials are thought to have the most number of data concerning the
campaign and the enactment of the law for direct export of raw silk. Thus since my initial
commitment to devote my study to this matter, I have come to conclude that the most impor-

tant task is to further clarify and review in detail regarding Chotaro Hoshino s papers.

At the same time, in order to collect relevant materials, I have been continuously studying
not only the literatures in Gunma but also those in other prefectures throughout Japan.
Furthermore, to gain a deeper understanding of the background of the Meiji era, I have
inspected a total of over 10,000 pages of many news papers and magazines in those days. In
addition to those readings, I have done continuous repetition on extracting, reading, and
examining“ Kanpou (The Official Gazette) ,“ Teikokugikai Kizokuin Gijisokkiroku (The
Stenographic Records of the House of Lords in Empire Diet) , Teikokugikai Shugiin Gi-
jisokkiroku(The Stenographic Records of the House of Representatives in Empire Diet) , and

other documents.

Here I present this treatise as the final settlement of my researches in this topic. The outline
and the descriptive method of this report are all based on my own selection and knowledge,
with few exceptions such as the introductions of literatures about the quotations from
proceeding articles, and it emphasizes the analysis, which is based on the pillars of the
movement that did not have been described since before the war. Placing Chotaro Hoshino, the
pioneer in direct export of raw silk, and direct export of raw silk in the principal axis, I would
like to clarify the whole aspect of the movement of legislative enactment in the middle of the
Meiji era and the trend of the silk-reeling managers and silk traders in the whole country from
a consistent point of view. I also aim at clarifying the historical significance of the campaign for
the enactment of the law of direct export of raw silk, along with corrections of errors that the
previous researches have succeeded for more than 30 to 60 years, and presenting the newest
and highest standard of the research on the law promoting direct export of raw silk. Going
even one step further, I hope that these researches will help the studies on direct export of raw
silk in the middle of the Meiji era, and on the national business group campaign by Masana

Maeda, and on Chotaro Hoshino himself.
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