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A research on the custom of the commuter marriage in SHIJING (1O 0 0O)
— From the standpoints of comparative literature and folklore —

Songying Xu

SHIJING (00 00)

There are not very many records about female-oriented marriage forms in prehistoric
China because of the early emergence of male-oriented marriage. When we study love
poems or marriage poems of SHIJING (OO O0), it is difficult to obtain records because
it 1s a series of poems from ancient times. However, it is possible to imagine marriage
forms of ancient China by comparing marriage forms of ancient Japan under the
influence of Confucianism and marriage forms of minorities in modern China. According
to records, marriage forms of SHIJING (OO O O) times were male-oriented monogamy,
and there was no record of female-oriented marriage forms. In societies of ancient Japan
and of minorities in modern China, a female-oriented marriage form, the commuter
marriage existed. Did the commuter marriage exist in ancient China as well? Although
this is a crucial question to understand love poems of SHIJING (OO 0O O) researchers
have not provided any answers yet. Through the analysis of ancient Japanese marriage
forms and minority marriage forms in modern China, it is assumed the commuter

marriage existed in the time of SHIJING (OO OO).
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