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The Implementation of the Japanese Courses Curriculum
and Its Educational Possibilities

[J Shared Learning Environments Created
by Interaction with Exchange Studentsl]

Mutsumi INOKAWA

Abstract

Following the overview of the short-term exchange program between the Dublin City
University (DCU) and the Takasaki City University of Economics (TCUE) held during
the last four years, this paper reviews the curriculum development and implementation
of Japanese courses within the program. The curriculum has been developed with
consideration towards aims, motivations, and learning environments. Consequently, it
has offered various activities involving interaction between DCU and TCUE students.
The Intercultural Communication classes provide opportunities where DCU and TCUE
students can both discuss and share their perspectives on various topics.

The effectiveness of the Intercultural Communication classes is examined based on
questionnaires conducted with both DCU students and TCUE students. The results of
the questionnaires show positive attitudes towards these interactive classes from both

DCU and TCUE students. It can be observed that the advantages of this type of
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instructions include reducing anxiety, encouraging self- motivations, creating more
authentic interactions, and providing greater awareness towards their own learning
process.

The questionnaires also revealed that the program provides both TCUE and DCU
students with excellent opportunities to have intercultural communication. It is obvious
that interactive activities with exchange students contribute to creating a new learning
environment, which can be shared by both Japanese and exchange students. Although
three months in duration, the educational value of the program is significant and

Japanese courses have a role in enhancing interactions within this program.
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