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International Politics of the Nobel Prize :
Historical Development and Selection Process of the Nobel Peace Prize
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Summary

The Nobel Peace Prize is a significant research topic from perspectives of international
politics. Firstly, the previous Nobel laureates are individuals or organizations who were evaluated

by their large contributions to international politics and we can learn from their studies the
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vicissitude and development of “peace” concept since 1901. Secondly, the study focusing on the
selection process of the Norwegian Nobel Committee shows the roles and the limitations of the
Committee in international politics. The implications for Norwegian foreign policy should be also
considered then. Thirdly, there is a long history of the relationship between Japan and the Nobel
Peace Prize and few researchers have studied the history so far. We can reconsider the roles of
Japan played in international politics by shedding light on the buried history. Taking these
issues into account, the author has studied the Nobel Peace Prize from perspectives of
international politics. This paper examined the founding history of the Nobel Peace Prize, the

selection process and characteristics of previous laureates.
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