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The Importance of Local Autonomy and Local Government System

Takao ABE

Local autonomy is a kind of divide-and-rule system which is commonly seen
in big countries, and consists of two elements, independence and regional
democracy, under the principle of democracy. Strengthened local autonomy
realizes the merits of decentralization but obstructs those of centralization.
There are two different theories which support the basis of local autonomy. One
is "Inherency theory" which insists that local autonomy is inherent to regional
people, and the other is "Origin-from-state theory" which stresses that local
autonomy is created by the soveignty of the central government.

In Japan, local autonomy is specified in the Constitution and is to be
realized on the basis of "Principle of Local Autonomy" which consists of two
elements, "Inhabitant democracy" and "Independence from the state". The
former element is more important in the case of Anglo-Saxon type of local
autonomy and the latter in the case of Continental type of local autonomy. The
Anglo-Saxon type has characteristics called "Decentralization-Separation” and
the Continental type has characteristics called "Centralization-Fusion".

Japan adopted the Prussian system as the adequate government system in
the process of Meiji Restoration, and in this same process, adopted the
Continental type of local system. The Continental type was originated from
France and its influence still remains. After the war, however, as the new
Constitution was enacted under the strong influence of the U.S.A., American
local systems were introduced, and under this strong influence, the new
Japanese local automy system was established.
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