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Revitalizing Haruna Shakemachi Shrine Town by Giving Concerts
in Haruna Jinja Shrine

Takashi TODOKORO

Haruna Shakemachi Shrine Town has been located along the approach to the main gate of
Haruna Jinja (Haruna Shrine) known for 1400 years and has fostered invaluable local resources.

Recently Haruna Shakemachi Shrine Town, however, failed to respond to the changing social
needs and the number of visitors was in decline. In order to revitalize the town, several measures
have been devised utilizing scenic and cultural assets in the area. Two core projects are: to give
concerts in the main precincts of Haruna Jinja deep in the mountain and to serve visitors delicious
handmade buckwheat noodles with a newly established brand-name “Monzen-soba” in Shakemachi.
These two projects have jump-started increase of visitors to the Shrine as well as shoppers in
Shakemachi.

Challenges that lie ahead are: to carry out more effective publicity activities, to set up easy-to-
understand signposts, to improve infrastructure for visitors, to upgrade shops and accommodations
and to provide better access. The network so far developed among the residents in Shakemachi,

the municipal government and supporters should continue to further cooperate.
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