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A Study on Modern Functions and Main Users of Child-care Centers
as Child Welfare Facilities

Masao HOSOI

Summary

This article is aware of a problem on the post-war welfare policy and reviews it from the
viewpoint of the family policy. The child welfare policy, child-care policy in particular, is taken up
in this article. Through establishment of "lifetime employment" and nuclear families with sexual
division of labor, child-care centers has come to play a role as post-war supportive measures for
low-income families and the consciousness of "mothers" has changed at the same time. This article
mentions the process and brings up the consequent process that child-care for child welfare come
to be positioned as "support for child-raising" due to the birthrate decline and the countermeasures.
The article raises the issues that child-care centers had to make drastic changes in their own stance
and that highlighted "day-care function" has made "child-care regarded as specialized social work"
less controversial. And, it indicates that the policy is inclined to shift through easing of regulations
from the expertise assumed in the early postwar years to "a principle of unity of mother and child"

or mutual support provided by experienced persons who have ever raised children.
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