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Symbol and Public Sphere in Regional Cultural Policy
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The use of cultural resources is understood as including not only "hardware" such as theaters
and halls, but also "software" components such as interpersonal communication. This concept has
received a lot of attention in recent Japanese regional policy. Caused by the ambiguity surrounding
the concept of "community," such policy is not yet considered usual in Japan. This paper’s thesis
will focus on regionality rather than communality, which are both seen as elements of that concept.
Furthermore, it will also discuss the importance of physical cultural experience, communication
with others, and the necessity to discriminate between that which is internal as opposed to that

which is external in regional policy.
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