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Local Citizens” Support for Building New Railway Stations
— Keys for Regional Development based on Public Transportation —

Takashi TODOKORO

In the central part of Gunma Prefecture run railway lines that connect cities, towns and villages
not only radially but also circularly. Therefore it is possible for the central Gunma to develop a
large city consisted of several compact cities that have unique urban areas centering around their
railway stations if they are closely networked one another. Railway stations can attract citizens
when they are located every 2 kilometers, that is, within their walking distance. It is necessary to
build new addtional stations in order to realize the station network.

The results of the public questionnaire survey on regional development show that local citizens
and business establishments are in favor of multicore regeional development that extends across
several different compact cities equipped with good public transportation networks including
new additional railway stations. Not a few respondents also point out that building new stations
and realizing conveniently networked public transportation would work effectively to attract new

businesses and to invigorate the region.
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