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Abstract
The rise in "late marriages" and the increase in the number of those who do not marry are said

to be factors contributing to the declining birthrate in Japan. Under these circumstances it can be

said that to confront this rapid decline developing child-raising measures that are compatible with
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the workplace is a top priority in Japanese society.

Currently in Japan it is difficult to both work and raise a child. This creates a difference in the
employment environment faced by men and women and is the cause of the gap in their economic
potential. We must escape from the current situation wherein one must choose to either "work or
raise their child," and create a society system in which both men and women can both work and
raise their child.

Based upon an analysis of a gender consciousness survey of university students, I seek clarify
the consciousness gap that exists between men and women regarding child-raising and the value-
system that exists even among the younger generation in which the idea that "child-raising is a

woman’ s job" is at the base of their consciousness.

Key Words: Declining birthrate, Mothers, Children, Child-raising, Gender
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