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The Process of Establishment of A Public Electriity Supply Industry by
A Village and Communal Forest before World War 1l
— A Case Study of Nakazawa village in Nagano Prefcture —

Toshiaki Nishino

Summary

The purpose of this research is to clarify the process of establishment of electricity supply
industry by a village before World War 1II in Japan. The case study in this research is Nakazawa
village of Nagano Prefecture which was planned the management of electricity supply industry
in 1913. Because, electricity supply companies neglected electricity supply to all houses in
this village. However, the finance of the village was not abundant. Therefore, Nakazawa village
requested permission of issue of bonds toward the government.

But, the government did not permit issue of bonds. Then, the chief of Nakazawa village asked
to resident for donation to establish the electricity supply industry. There were a lot of communal
forests in Nakazawa village. The resident sold timber of communal forest, and donated money to
the village. Thus, the electricity supply industry by a village was established in 1919, and electricity

was supplied to all houses in the village.
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