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Building up the “Monotsukuri Capabiliy”
for Regional Economic Development

Motohiro KUROKAWA

Abstract

This paper aims to discuss methodologies of regional economic development that depends
upon the sustainable growth of the manufacturing sector in the region. It has been thought that
manufacturing sector in Japan has no longer keeps international competitiveness but according to
the current performance, it still holds capacity to take important role in economic development.

This study defines the ability of Japanese manufacturing system as "Monotsukuri Capability”,
figures and components of the capability are explained. In addition to that, "Cluster Management",
which is an essential tool to manage "Monotsukuri Capability” in regional level, is also introduced,
monitoring method is demonstrated at the end.

As a result of this study, development of "Monotsukuri Capability" in the regional level is filled

with feasibility, cluster management can contribute framework to develop regions.
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