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The Use of Tourism Promotion and City Planning in Modern Heritage
— Tomioka Silk Mill Development and Problem of World Heritage Project —
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Summary

The value of modern heritage is being reviewed in Japan as it is being used for the promotion
of tourism and city planning. As a result, a movement for regional promotion has increased in
recent years. As an example of this phenomenon, a modern movement in the 1970" s that
promoted the importance of heritage saw some of Western Europe’ s deteriorating industrial cities
reproduced as tourism attractions. As their renewed appearance attracted much attention, some
of these cities were registered as World Heritage sights.

As for the purpose of World Heritage registration, the aim is to protect valuable natural and
cultural assets. Strict standards are imposed as conditions for registration. Recently in Japan, the
World Heritage registration movement is active in various places, and it is their central purpose to
promote tourism in the region.

Although the Tomioka silk mill in Gunma Prefecture was a modern heritage sight, it was
not used as a cultural asset or as a resource to represent Japan for tourism. Recently, Gunma
Prefecture began to promote the project to register the Tomioka silk mill as a World Heritage sight.
Once World Heritage registration has been accepted, strict standards for the maintenance of the
sight is demanded. Although there are still many problems to resolve in Tomioka, the community

will be expected to participate to bring value to this valuable historical landmark.
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