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A Theoretical Perspective on the Local Assembly Reform

Tadashi MASUDA

summary

We discuss that local assemblies must be more activated. Now at the second stage of the
decentralization, local governments being delegated powers, the role of local assemblies between
the two power sectors are getting larger and larger.

Nevertheless, it seems to me that we had just focused on some techniques, rather than on
structural issues between the head of the local government and the local assembly.

In this paper, with the idea of supposed local assembly between two power sectors in
our minds, I will theoretically consider the local assembly reform. I strongly believe that civil
participation should not be denied, but to strengthen the roles of local assemblies. They are the
public arenas, where the issues are discussed; therefore, citizen’s demands should be taken in
even more. In that reason, I believe that local assembly members should be the center of local
governance; moreover, they should be the ones that know citizen’s demand the most. In my opinion,
civil participation on the public administration is now growing; however, it differs completely from

one on the local assembly.
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