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Consideration regarding the state of
Mergers of Municipalities in Maebashi-city and Takasaki-city
— AtaCenter Analysis about Mergers of Municipalities
problem in Central Region of Gunma Questionnaire —

Naoki Arai
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Summary

Targeting the year of next 2005 as a deadline of the special law on mergers of municipalities,
the movement of mergers of municipalities are now nation-widely reaching crucial phases.
More likely focused on restructuring the defectiveness in administrative revenue structure, the
government driven promotion called as “Mergers in Heisei era” now does not only force the
introduction of merges on small municipalities such as rural villages in middle of mountain
regions, but also persuade to form the city centralized structures by mergers of municipalities.

Also in Gunma prefecture, where a writer resides, this movement of mergers of municipalities
is rapidly progressing before a deadline of special laws. However, when it comes to considering
the merger, based on enough discussions and consideration over both own and partners municipal
situation, framework for residents’ needs, and future vision of its region, instead of taking it as a
general consideration, all decisions should be made by residents themselves as an ideal municipal
policy.

From these aspects, this paper considered a model-orientation on the mergers of
municipalities in a central region of Gunma, such as Maebashi-city and Takasaki-city, where writer
resides. Firstly, it described the present situation and vision on their mergers which be aimed to
form a core city, in both cities and other surrounding municipalities at this critical moment before
a deadline of special laws.

Secondly, analyzing the result of original questionnaire as to their merger, conducted toward
residents and governors in both Maebashi and Takasaki, by civil organizations that a writer
itself as well as both administrations associated with, it considered public awareness with each

framework, partner, and future vision on the mergers issues in both cities.
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As a result, the following things became clear.

(1) Since both cities fought over attraction of a prefectual office in early stages of the Meiji era,
they have had the voice which it is said that confrontational feeling is among citizens and is
indicated that a merger is difficult, and the consciousness has also faded focusing on the young
generation now.

And it become clear that most residents, city and prefecture governors in both cities have the
same as following opinions

(2) As a first step, prioritize the progress of the mergers between municipalities in central city
regions and more extended area, that has been argued at the mergers meeting

(3) Consequently as next step, agree to form a government ordinance appointed city by mergers
between both main cities and surrounding municipalities in central Gunma, regardless with

framework of central city regions and more extended areas.
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