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Study on Development of Commmunities through Portals
0Focusing on Links between Community Portals and South American Networksl

Chizu FUKUI

Summary

In the Information Technology (IT) revolution, which unfolded rapidly at the turn of the
21st century, a network society emerged on a global scale driven by the proliferation of
computers, digital communications and the Internet. While the IT revolution has led to the
rapid globalization of financial markets and market frameworks within the international
community, it has given rise to inequalities in new forms, such as the digital divide and the
unequal accessibility to computers and the Internet between the North and South, and within
regional communities. On the other hand, the spread of computers and the Internet has
generated opportunities for many people to participate in networks, and created an environ-
ment in which network participants can communication with their peers easily and cheaply,
even if they are on the other side of the globe. New trends in the international community
attributable to the emergence of such a network society include the development and expan-

sion of communities through networks, and the problem of solving the digital divide.

This paper studies ways in which communities are developed over networks, examples of
communities, and the possibility of solving the digital divide through network communities,
while clarifying the impact of the IT revolution on the international community, and the
international community’s future.
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