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A Perspective of French Presidential Elections in the period of 195802002
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In this paper, I take into consideration all the presidential elections carried out under the
Fifth Republic. What I aimed at was to analyze French politics from the point of view of party-
politics and candidates in each electoral process of the presidential elections.

Here, my standpoint is, we should be able to predict the result of the next presidential
election observing party coalitions and their candidates of the time. In the 2002 presidential
election, however, there were 16 candidates in total from the extreme left to the extreme right.
As a result, most French people mistook Jospin’s inferiority with Le Pen’s superiority as the



opposition, partly misguided by inaccurate results of the public opinion polls.

In France, after the 80’s,many votes were seen to transfer from pro-system or mainstream
political forces to anti-system or marginal political forces. Though this situation makes it
difficult to read the perspective of future politics, I think that a few main political forces still
remain in dominant positions for the Presidency. And the left-right schematism is also

continues to be an effective tool to comprehend French politics.
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