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South American Immigration and the Japanese Society
— Focus on the Identity of Japanese Descendants —

Chizu FUKUI

Summary

It has been over one hundred years since Japanese have started emmigrating to South

American countries. The first emigration wave began in 1899 (Meiji 32) when 790 people
emmigrated to Peru.
During the second half of the '90s, Japanese Immigrants Centennial events were held in
various places throughout South America including Peru and Argentina. The history of
Japanese emmigration has evolved over the years beginning with Meiji era through the
Taisho, Showa and at present Heisei.

A study of the circumstances of these departures, including the historical evolution, the
lives and identities of those who migrated as well as contacts with Japan, is worth considering.
Moreover, it is of a particular interest to take into consideration the historical events that
occurred during the First and Second World Wars.

During the 1980’s, throughout Japan’s bubble economy a considerable number of South-
American Japanese descendants came to Japan as migrant workers. Their move has had a
significant influence on themselves as well as on Japan, for example their coming forced Japan
to legalize working privileges for Japanese descendants and to help assimilate their culture
and lifestyles.

This paper, also takes in consideration the tendencies the Japanese immigrants have had
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within the Argentinean society and examines the changes of the identities of the descendants,
various aspects of overseas migrants and the structure of cultural exchanges. Furthermore this
paper cross-examines various aspects of Okinawa, which has a high overseas migrant

population and summarizes the historical circumstances on migration to South America
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