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The Emerging Process of TechnolLandmarks
0 Focusing on TV Towers

Yasuo TSUGAWA

Summary

The development of technology has had many diverse impacts, both positive and negative, on
our everyday lives. Although much has been gained from the vast array of developments, we
have also encountered drastic changes in our lifestyles. Technological advancements have also
directly influenced new forms of architecture, which continue to transform landscapes at an
ever-increasing rate. This paper deals with techno-landmarks, in particular large-scale steel
towers, as examples of modern landmarks derivative of technological advancements. Detailed
examination regarding the circumstances of their construction, will contribute further to the
discussion of technological development and wide-spreading consequences of such. TV towers
represent both sectors of advancing technology and steel tower construction, and the subject
was selected to determine the history and significations of TV tower construction in Japan.

As a result, it has become obvious that TV towers are not merely an architectural structure
of technical necessity but also an ideal landmark to coincide with city planning, landmarks,
which would become symbolic of urbanization and the city in which they are erected.

It does not only apply to techno-landmarks that all materials are subject to the forces of
nature and seemingly perish in the end. It seems the theory is more apparent in techno-

landmarks than anything else since they tend to be more affected by the current technological
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trends. However, when these landmarks surpassed the status of simple architectural accom-
plishments of technology, and managed to become urban icons valued by citizens of near and
far, then they attain the privilege of continued maintenance and renovation. In this manner,
while following the same pass with the development of technology, many techno-landmarks
have grown to become symbolic landmarks of the area contributing as spatial beacons for the
people who view them. As a consequence, appreciation of the importance and meaning atoned
to these techno-landmarks has become a prerequisite for city planners in designing the future

landscapes of urban Japan.
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