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Decentralization and Regional Development

Masatoshi MIYAZAKI

Summary

The keynote philosophy behind regional policies following the Second World War had been

“A balanced development of land” and “Adjustment of inter-regional differences’ . However,
recent years have witnessed substantial changes in political demands for achieving higher
national living standards and industrial infrastructures, and in addition, the fields of
economics, politics and social infrastructures which, had long supported such policies also
underwent many changes.

In the formalization of future policies the country will be required to take into consideration
a much greater array of contributing factors well beyond the scope of conventional policies to
date, namely, dynamic trends in population, aging, environmental issues, technology develop-
ments, computerization, and globalization. Furthermore, the current system of setting national
standards of administrative level and carrying out the policies by centralized power must be
transformed to a system, which disperses and provides more responsibility to local authorities
in establishing policies that particular to regional areas and needs.

Given that such a new system will require local governments, residents, and corporate
entities to have greater capability of policy formulation and awareness of public interest,
regional policy studies should be conducted with primary objective of providing the most
effective policies for that particular area. Moreover, the greatest objective will be establishing
ways to deal with long-term changes within the region, and how to consolidate separate
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policies into a unified and inclusive set of policies.
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