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Deepening the European Integration and Denmark :
The Referendum on the Treaty of Amsterdam

Nobuhiko YOSHITAKE
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Summary

Following the end of the Cold War, the EU (European Union) has continued to strive
towards deepening the European Integration. Some aspects, which have been developed,
include the Economic and Monetary Union and revision of the basic Treaties aiming at
institutional reforms. Organization changes accompanied by these examples have had
extensive influences on member states. Each member state is confronted with effectively
dealing with the idea of striving towards formulizing an actual integration while at the same
time ensuring some level of protection regarding their own national interests. The deeper the
level of integration among EU members, the more eroded the sovereignty of member states
becomes. As a result there are excellent opportunities arising to generate discussions, which
include the people, as with deepening integration, domestic problems will arise.

On the basis of the awareness of the problems as mentioned above, this paper examines how
Denmark, a member state of the EU, has coped with deepening the European Integration after
the Treaty on European Union came into force. Denmark remains rather sceptical towards a
fully integrated Europe, which it explicitly verified when it rejected the ratification of the
Treaty on European Union by the national referendum on 2 June 1992. This paper shows
clearly how Denmark concerned with the formation of the Treaty of Amsterdam (signed on 2
October 1997), which is an extensive revision of the Treaty on European Union, and how
Denmark succeeded in the ratification by the national referendum on 28 May 1998.

(Keyword: EU, Treaty on European Union, Treaty of Amsterdam, Denmark, national

referendums)
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oo 3,996, 333 76.2 2,990,287 1,647,692 1,342,595 55. 1 44.9 33.6
gooooooooog 444,557 74.4 323,091 158,900 164,191 49.2 50.8 36.9
Sondre Storkreds 116,559 72.3 82,234 38,998 43,236 474 52.6 37.1
@stre Storkreds 185,009 T4.7 135,011 65,863 69,148 48.8 51.2 374
Vestre Storkreds 142,989 75.8 105,846 54,039 51,807 51.1 48.9 36.2
ooo 1,706,118 77.8 1,305,384 712,428 592,956 54.6 454 348
Koebenhavns Amtskreds 450,398 79.1 350,760 190,788 159,972 54.4 45.6 35.5
Frederiksborg Amtskreds 267,409 791 208,311 119,897 88,414 57.6 42.4 33.1
Roskilde Amtskreds 171,719 79.5 134,384 74,830 59,554 55.7 44.3 34.7
Vestsjzllands Amtskreds 222,245 76.1 166,310 86,285 80,025 51.9 481 36.0
Storstroms Amtskreds 200,520 77.6 152,891 79,374 73,5617 51.9 48.1 36.7
Bornholms Amtskreds 34,241 73.7 24,658 13,068 11,590 53.0 47.0 33.8
Fyns Amtskreds 359,586 760 268,070 148,186 119,884 55.3 44.7 33.3
ooooooo 1,845,658 752 1,361,812 776,364 585,448 57.0 43.0 317
Senderjyllands Amtskreds 189,032 77.7 144,527 82,212 62,315 56.9 43.1 33.0
Ribe Amtskreds 166,102 745 121,362 70,532 50,830 58.1 41.9 30.6
Vejle Amtskreds 259,947 75.2 192,164 108,046 84,118 56.2 43.8 32.4
Ringkebing Amtskreds 202,723 756 150,053 92,013 58,040 61.3 38.7 28.6
Arhus Amtskreds 475,999 76.8 358,228 201,696 156,532 56.3 43.7 32.9
Viborg Amtskreds 175,791 74.6 128,372 76,342 52,030 59.5 405 29.6
Nordjyllands Amtskreds 376,064 723 267,106 145,523 121,583 54.5 455 32.3

00 Danmarks Statistik, Befolkning og valg, 1998:14, Kebenhavn: Danmarks Statistik, den 12. juni 1998, tabel 1.
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Sendre Storkreds 43.8 56.2 33.4 66.6 36.3 63.7 42.2 57.8 474 52.6
Ostre Storkreds 48.3 51.7 35.3 64.7 37.4 62.6 44.4 55.6 48.8 51.2
Vestre Storkreds 49.7 50.3 39.7 60.3 41.0 59.0 47.0 53.0 51.1 48.9
ooo 63.9 36.1 54.9 45.1 49.6 504 56.5 43.5 54.6 45.4
Kobenhavns Amtskreds 58.2 41.8 49.8 50.2 48.9 51.1 55.4 44.6 54.4 45.6
Frederiksborg Amtskreds 64.1 35.9 58.0 42.0 53.5 46.5 59.5 40.5 57.6 42.4
Roskilde Amtskreds 63.9 36.1 55.1 44.9 51.6 484 59.0 41.0 55.7 44.3
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Fyns Amtskreds 67.5 32.5 57.6 42.4 48.1 51.9 56.2 43.8 55.3 44.7
ooooooo 68.6 314 62.5 37.5 51.6 48.4 59.9 40.1 57.0 43.0
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Viborg Amtskreds 74.6 25.4 67.7 32.3 53.6 46.4 62.8 37.2 59.5 40.5
Nordjyllands Amtskreds 66.3 33.7 59.5 40.5 48.7 51.3 55.9 44.1 54.5 45.5

00 Danmarks Statistik, Befolkning og valg, 1998:14, Kebenhavn: Danmarks Statistik, den 12. juni 1998, tabel 6.
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