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Introducing A New Land Use Policy in Tsumagoi Village

Takashi TODOKORO
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Tsumagoi Village, the biggest cabbage-growing district in Japan, with 11,000 local
residents, has 9,000 villas with 3,000,000 annual visitors to hot-spring resorts at Manza and
Kazawa and to skiing resorts at Baragi Heights and so on. Its gentlysloping agricultural
highlands and the surrounding nature have been the firstrate tuouirsts” attractions as well.

Tsumagoi Village issued its first land use ordinace to maintain and preserve its beautiful
environment through local campaigns against the construction of highrise condominiums in
the area. The existing land use ordinace, however, is not sufficient to keep the good residential
environment in the years ahead. These three years the village administrative office, local
residents and owners of the villas have worked together to investigate and discuss the ideal
community image and the land use systems to be introduced to realize the ideal.

Discussions have made it clear that it is most important for people in the community to
develop common awareness of the future ideal image of their community and for the village
administration to be prepared for the future with foresight. In order to develop the common
awareness and be ready for the future, it is effective for people and the administration to work

together to draw up future image of the community, even if it could be time-consuming.
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