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A Linguistic Analysis of a Japanese Trademark Dispute
— The Snack Chanel Case

Mami Hiraike Okawara

This paper considers a trademark dispute of between a shabby snack bar named Snack
Chanel and the fashion multinational, the Chanel Group, in which the Japanese Supreme
Court ruled in favour of the latter. First, the background of the Snack Chanel Case is
presented. Secondly, three different rulings of the case are analysed from the legal perspective
of ‘causing confusion with the merchandise of the other person : Chiba District Court (1994);
Tokyo High Court (1994); Japanese Supreme Court (1998). Thirdly, from a linguistic perspec-
tive, the writer presents the attitude of general consumers to the problem by the use of open
questions, semantic differential scales, and some interviews. Finally, the writer will discuss

the discrepancy in language perception between legal experts and general consumers.

. 0000

goboooobooobooboodbboooboobboobboobDboobDboobbooo
0000 -0000000000000000000000O0OOO0OO0OOO0OOOOOO0 1960
gobodobbooboboobuodobboobbooboooboobDboobbooboobo
gobodobbooboboobuodobboobbooboooboobDboobbooboobo
1991 00000000000 (International Association for Forensic Phonetics) 00 1992
00000000000 (International Association for Forensic Linguists) 00000000
gobodobobooboboobuodobboobbooboooboobDboobbooboono



ooo 0O 0O

gog
goobobobooobooboobooooooooooobDobooboboboboboboo
goooooooobobooboboooobooobooobbooboboobobooooboooboDbo
gooooooboboobobooooobooooooboobobobobobobobbooooo
gooooooboboobobooooobooooooboobobobobobobobbooooo
gooooooboocoooboboobobobobobobooooooobooDobOoDbo

. OOoooo

JROODODOOOOUODOO200000000000000000000 32000000000
gobooboboobobooooboobobooboobobobooboboboobobboobOoo
0000 4200000000000000000000000000 5690 120000000
300000000000000000000000000000 120 36000 (DO5000)
000000000000000030000000000 8700 (006100000400
0) 000000000000000000000000000000000000000000
oo0o0oU0oo0o0oU400000000000000ULODOOOULOOOOUODOOOUDDOOO
00000000000000000000000000000 1400000 50000000
gbooboooboobobobobobooobobobooobooobooog
004030000000000000 00 OO0 (0O00000D0O0) 00000000
goooUooOooolooo0oooUoU0Oo0UODU00o0DLO0OUDOODOoOoDUOUDOOOOUOOUODOO
000000 -0000 (0000 -0000) 0000000000000000 00 000
gogo -gbobobobobooboobooboooboobobobobobobobobooboobooon
gbooooboobobobobobooobbo
000000000000000000000000000000000000Y0 000000
0000000000000000000000000000000%000000000000
o0o0o0o0o0oUo0oUUoOob0O0000U0U0ULDUOLOOODOO000DUODUUODbOUOLODOOOOO
goooooboobobobobooooboooooboobobobooboboboboboooobooon
000000005070 3000000000000000000000000400000
oo0o00o0 l0ooUooO0o0oU0oo0oUU0UoO0ULD 300ULUOoOooUOooOoOoUooOoO
gooobogoobooboboboboooobooooooboobobooboboboboboobooobooon
gboooboooobooboogan



goboooooooooog

. 00

1) 00000000000 0OD040 (0) 06730 (DOo601026000)
0000000000000 000000000000000000000000000000
0000000000000 0000000000000000000000000000000
0000000000000 00000000000000000000000000000 20
0000000000000 D0000000

00000000000 000D00000000000000000000000000 200
0000000000000 0000D000000000000000000000000000
0000000000000 0000000000000000000000000000000
0300000000000000000000000000000000D0000000000
0000000000000 0000000000000000000000000000000
00000D0000D0000D0000000000000000000000000000 150
0000000000D0000D000000 50000000000 2000000000000
ooooo

0000000000000 0000000000000030000000000%Y0000
000 0OlooklikeO sound likeOmean like 0000000000000 0000000000
0000000000000 0000000000000000000080000000000
0000000000000 0000000000000000 60000000000000C
HANELOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO00O00000000000000000
000000000000 000000000000000000000000000000000
0000000000000 000000000000000000000000000o0Qgoon
0000000000000 000000000000000000000000CHANELD
O0D0O0OO0ODOOODCHANELOODOOOOOOOOOL] 0D0000000000000O0
0000000000000 000000000000000000000000000000On
0000000000000 000000000000000000000DOoooooo (oo
00) 000 (DDDU00) D0D000000D000000D0000Doo000ooonoooon
0000000000000 00000000000 (shaneru)JJOCHANEL (ch
ane | )J0000D0D0O0OO0ODOO0OODOOOOOOOOOODOOOOOOOOOOOOO
000000000000 000000000000000000000000000000000
0000000000000 000000000000000000000000000o0Qgoon
0000000000000 000000000000000



ooo 0O 0O

2) 0000000 OO60 (O) 0571 26870 (DD 6090 29000)
0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000
000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000
000000000000000 (0050000)01010200000000000000
00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000
00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000
00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000
00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000
0000000000000000000000000000
0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000
0000000000000

3) 00000 OO70 (0) 06370 (DO 100901000 100000)
0000000000000 000000000000000000000000000000
00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000
000000000000 00000000000000000000000000000000
0000000000000 000000000000000000000000000000
0000000000000 000000000000000000000000000000
0000000000000 000000000000000000000000000000
0oo0ooooooon

0000000000000 000000000000000000000000000000
0000000000000 000000000000000000000000000000
0000000000000 000000000000000000000000000000
0000000000000 0000000000000000000000 14000000
0000000000000 000000000000000000000000000000
U0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000
U0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000
0000000000000 0000000000000000000000000000000
0000000000000 000000000000000000000000 500000
0oooooooo®o

V. 0000oooo

gboobobobooobobooooooooooboooobobooboboboboboboo



goboooooooooog

00000000000 389000000000000000000000DOOOO0O0O0O0O0
gobobooooooooooboboboboboobobobbooboobooboooDobDobOoD
000000000000000000007000000000000000O000O000O000O0
go000000OO000000000O00000000000D0D0D0D0D0D00D0DDooon 7000
gobobooooooooooboboboboboobobobbooboobooboooDobDobOoD
0000000000000000000000Y000000000000000000O0000
0000o0o0ooooo®o

(1) Dooooooooo0o00000000

O0D0AOODO 1020 (0O 690000 330) 0000000000000 DOOO0O0
00000D000000000000™-0000'00000000000000000000
0000000000000 0000000000000000000000000000000
0000000000000 0000000000000000000000000000000
0000D0000000O000

0000000 1000000000000 580 (56.9%) 000000000 O0OOO0OO0
0000000000000 0000000000000000000000000000000
0000000000000 0000000000000000000000000000000
000000000000 000000000000000000000000000000000¢0
00000000000 129%000000000000 4.6%00000000000000
0000000 3.1%000000000000000000 23%0000000000000
000000000000 0000000000000000000000000 1.5%0000
oog

0000000000000 000000000000000000000000000000
0000000000000 0000000000000000000
0000000000000 00000000000000000 20000000000000
0000000000000 0000000 34.2%0000000000000000 10.0%
0000000 9.3%000000000000000 8.7%000000000000000000
3.1 %00000000000000 1.9%0000000000000000000 80000
0000000000000 000000000000000000000000000000000

(2)Do0O0ODDOO0O0O0ODOOO -00

OOoO0oBOOODO 1030 (0O 480 (DOO3000)DD0OA50 (OO 2000) OO
000000 -00000000000000 50000000000000000000000
O000D000000000000050000000000000000000000000O0



g
g
g
g

g
g

a.

t
t

ooo 0O 0O

000o0oooobs500050000000000000000000000000O0OOODODO
goobobobooobobooooooooooooobobooboboboboboboo
goobobobooobobooooooooooooobobooboboboboboboo
oogd

500000 -000000000000000000D0O0O0O0000O0O0O00OOO0O0O00
0000 10000000000 2000000000000003040000000000
O000o0oO0 10o00oooog

000000000 (0000000000000000000 -000) 00000800
01000000000000000D0O0O0O00OOO0O
000000000000000000000000 8000000000000 0OooOO0
oboboooooooooooobooboobooobo

000000000080 0000000000000000DO00O000O0O00ooOOn
000000000000000000000000000 30000000

. oooboooooooobooobooobooooboboobboooobDoobobooobDbo

gbobobooooooooobooboooogo
gbobooooooooooooboboobobobobobobobobooobooobooon
gboboooooooobooobooboboboboboobobobooboooboooboon
000000000o00o00U0o0o0U0UOoO0OU0OOO0O0LUOOOD 2000000000
gboboooooooboooobooboboobo
000U0000000oo0o0UoOo0UU0 loooo0O0o0DLUoOOoOoUoDooOoUooooOo
00000 3%00000000000Uoo0o0oo0o0oUoLoooOoUooooUoooO
gboboooooooooon
000U000000o0o0o0U0o0o0oU0UOoO0oU0OoOoO0O0DLUoOOOoDUbDOoOoOoloooog
000000000 00o00U000U0UOO0OUO0OD -000D0D4%000000000
gbobooooooooooboban

0000000000oo0U0U0 looooo0oU0oo0O0o0DLooOOoOoUoDooOoUooooOO
gboboooooooboooobooboboobo

gboboooooooooob -0obobobobobobobobobobooobooobooon
gbobooooooooooooboboobobobobobobobobooobooobooon
gbooboooooooon
gbooboboboooboobooooooooboooboooobobooboboboboboboo
00000o0oO00U0o0oO0o0oU00ooO00U0UOoO0DUOOO0OUOLOOOoDUOoOoOOoloooo
gboboboboobooboboooooooboobobooboban



goboooooooooog

(3) DOooOoOoOO0OO0O0O0000000000000

(1) 0000000000000 D00000D00000D00000000 100 (D000
0000D00000000000000000000000D0000000) 000000 100
000000000000D000D00CO0000 820 (00580000 240) 0000000
0000000000000000D0000D000DDOO0O 1020 (0O 640000 380)
0000000000000 00000000000000000000000000000
0050000
00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000
0000000000000 0000000000000000000000000000000
0000000000000 0000000000000000000000000000000
0000000000000 0000000000000000000000000000000
0000000000000 0000000000000000000000000000000
0000000000000 0000000000000000000000000000000
0000000000D000000

0000000D000000000000 +00000000000000000000000
0000000000000 0000000000000000000000000000Qgoon
0000000000000 0000000000000000000000000

V. OO

0000000000000 000000000000000000000000000000
0000000000000 -000000000000000000000000000000
0000000000000 000000000000000000000000000000
0000000000000 0000000000000000000000000000000
0000000000000 00000000000000000000000000000000
000000000000 0000000000000000000000000000000
0000000000000 00000 (00000000) -000 (0000000000
0000000000000) -00000 (0000) 000000000000000000
0000000000000 0000000000000000000000000000000
0000000000000 0000000000000000000000000000000
oooooo

0000000000000 000000000000000000000000000000
0000000000000 0000000000000000000000000000000
0000000000000 0000000000000000000000000000000



ooo 0O 0O

gooooooboboobobooooobooooooboobobobobobobobbooooo
goooobooboboboboooooboooooooo

V. 0OooOO

000000000000000000000000000000000000Y 00000
goooooobobooboboooooboooooboobobobobobobobbooooo
goooboooboobooboobooooboobobooboobooobboboboobOoo
goooooobobooboboooooboooooboobobobobobobobbooooo
goooooobobooboboooooboooooboobobobobobobobbooooo
goooooobobooboboooooboooooboobobobobobobobbooooo
goooooobobobobobooobobobboooooobooboooDooobOoDbo

goobobobooobobooboooooooooooobobooboboboboboboo
goooooooobooboooooboobooboobobooboobobboobooboo
goooooobobooboboooooboooooboobobobobobobobbooooo
gbooooboobobobobooooboobooobooboboboboboboboboobooobooon
gbooooboobobobobooooboobooobooboboboboboboboboobooobooon
gbooooboobobobobooooboobooobooboboboboboboboboobooobooon
gbooobooboobooboboboboboboobooo

(D0D0DO0O0 OO0 -00000000000000)

1) 00000000000000000000000000000000000000000D0D00O00000
oooooo

2) 001000000230000000000000000000000000000000000000O0
000000000000 (@Oo0ooOOoO000DOO0O0 200000000000000000O00DODODOO
000000000000000000000000000a00)
000 :0000000oooooo
oooo:oooo
000 :00000000
000 :0o0p0oooooo
Ooo:oooo

3) Doo00oO0OoO0Oooooo (o 1lol1lo260)0

4) DODODDODOODODOOO D400 OOOO0OO0O 200100

5) Roger Shuy. Forensic Linguistics. In The Handbook of Linguistics, eds. by Mark Aronoff and Janie Rees]
Miller, Blackwell Publishers, 2001.

6) 0000000000000000000 (00 12010 240)0

7) Osgood, Charles E., George J. Suci and Percy H. Tannenbaum . The Measurement of Meaning. Urbana, IL:
University of Illinois Press, 1957.

8) William, Frederick. The Identification of Linguistic Attitudes. International Journal of the Sociology of



goboooooooooog

Language 1973:113028.
9) Lawson, Edwin D. Personal Names and Naming: An Annotated Bibiliography. New York: Greenwood, 1987.
10) 000000000000 -0000000000000000000000000000000000000¢0
11) 00D0D0D0O000000 -000000000000000000000000000000000000
oooooo
12) 000D 0010090110 120 D200 000000000 OOOOOOOO

(0000 1999000000000000000400000000 (The 4th Conference of International
Association of Forensic Linguistics) 000000000000000)

oo1

goooo 13100 Blehiz 3 (2.3%) ooo
bS58 A (56.9%) ooooo oooooo
oo 15 ooooooo ooo

? 9 ooog? oooo
oooog 8 oo
ooooo i 2 (1.5%) ooo
oooo0ooooooo oo oooooo

ooooo 10
gooooo 3

0ooooooooo oooooo
oo (-00007)

000000000000 el 2 (1.5%) oo
0O0oO00O00oO000 oooo oooooo
ooooooo oooo 0ooooo0ooooooo
oooooooo ooooo?
ooooooo 3 ZE-I1IF 2 (1.5%)
ooo? ooooo
ooooooo oooo
ooooooo
ooooooo Fhvdo 2 (1.5%)

ooooo
Ehv 17 (12.9%) oooooooo
ooo 5
ooo o 11 TS5V B 2 (1.5%)
ooooo? ooooo?

ooooooooo
PhLw 6 (4.6%)

oooo 5 &z 2 (1.5%)

oooooo 0oooooo
ooo

MoZWvl 4 (31%)

ooooo 2 #E 2 (15%)

oooo oo

0oooo ooo

xhXy 4 (B1%)
ooooo
oooooao
oooooao

gooooooooooooob

Mo 3 (2.3%)
ooo 3

Zoft 22 (21.6%)
ooooooo
0oooooooo
000

0o

000

oooo
oooooooo
oooo



0o 2

ooooo 16100
B 55 (34.2%)
oo 39
(0ooo) oo
oooooo
ooooo
ooooooo
ooo 2

oo 4

ooo

ooo 2
oooo
000000000
ooooo

w®FE 16 (10.0%)

ooo (19800000~9000)
ooo 3

oooooo

oo 2

ooooo

ooooo

ooooooo

ooog

ooooooo
00000000000000000
ooooo

ooog 2
000000000000oooooo
oooo

E& 15 (9.3%)
0o000000oooooo
oo 7

ooog

ooooooo
0oooooooooon
ooooooooooooon
ooooo

oo?

0Joooooooodo (Cooog)

778 14 (87%)
oooo 6
oo0oo0oO00o0O000000o00
0

ooood
oooooooooo
ooooooo
ooooooooooo
gooo0dooooooon
ooooooooooo
oooooog??

ooo 0O 0O

0:0 2 00 2 0000
Enwv 14 (8.7%) ooog:x 2
ooo 9 ooo 2
ooo 3 oo
oooo 0oooDooon
ooooo oooo

oooo
bhoizlny 8 (5.0%) oooo
ogoo 5 000QoOOOO
? 2 oooo0ooooooo
ooooo oooo
KmhdH5b 5 (3.1%)
ooo
ooo
oooooooo
ooo
oooooon
% 5 (3.1%)
ooooooDoo
ooDoooo
00o0000O00000O000O00n
]
oo

(000000000000 0000
0000000000000 0000
000D Dooooooooo (o

0ooooo)g
#Y 5 (B1%)
ooooo

oad

50

oo

oOoooag
KA 3 (1.9%)
ooooo

oad

gobooboooooooooobobo

Aol 3 (1.9%)
ooooo 3
Zoftt  (16.1%)
00ooo

oooooooo
0Oo00O0000D0oo0oo
ooo

oo

oooooo

ooo



goboooooooooog

003 00000000000 00010830 (DD 48000 55)

100
100-pe 55
90 |- %0 Moo

80}

70

60} —

50 g el e
PR EEEE B EE———— B ol e e -

30+ At I SRS B St B S I

201 (O e R B [ R [ v (R S .-

O T N et )OS ) S Y S Y I S S S [ S N S I

0
oooooo 0D oo ooo ooo 00 0000000 oOoo gooo ooo ooo

004 DO0000DDODDOOO0:000 1080 (0O 48000 55)

80 79...
S S . [] oooo1

60

50

B O @@ e e I =

30 Gt e

20 18 6 A EaESEEEEEEE  GEEEE SRR SR e

10 10 10 1 10 10 b L
0

000 00000 oOoOoD 00 [OCODbCooo obbo0O oooo  ooo ooo ooo 000 o00oooo

005 0DOOOO0ODOOOOOO (0DD) DODODOODOOO :
oooo [Doo8o (os8ooo 24)]
oooooooo [Doo1020 (Doe6e4000 38)]

4
3.1 Oloooo
[Joooo
2.3 2.3
,,,,, 1.9
? ] 16
1
U 0.7
0.4
0.2
o r = B
s
01 = L 0:8 0T [ (e
L 012 0l.1 e
114 115 oLz L2 114
02
oo oo 00 O0o0OO0O0 DOO0 oo 000 00 0000 00000



