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Study of Globalization and Human Development
—Predominantly in Latin America and Other Under Developing Countries—

Chizu FUKUI

Summary

During the 1990s, a totally new aspect of globalization has emerged throughout the world.
The present globalization movement is evolving systematically worldwide regardless of any
opinion or how advanced the country is. Its effects are far reaching and encompass major
influences on economies, technology as well as cultures. Its influence on economies, world
markets and technology has generated disparities between advanced and developing countries,
in particular, the widening gap between those living in poverty and those who do not.

From 1950s to the present, efforts made by international organizations to reduce poverty
throughout the world have often changed strategies and methods meant to improve. During
the last century, with the objective target of effectively reducing poverty by the year 2015, the
PRS (Poverty Reduction Strategy), led by the World Bank and IMF (International Monetary
Fund), has been promoted in developing countries burdened with poverty. In addition, during
the latter half of the 1980s to the 1990s, the relationship between the reduction of poverty and
human development was discussed in international organizations under the leadership of the
UNDP (United Nations Development Programs). It has been formally recognized that the
human development is an effective element in reducing poverty. UNDP has developed a
method to express the human development degrees by means of a human development index,
and from 1990 has annually published human development reports.
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This paper examines relationships between the problems of the globalization in developing
countries, focusing on Latin America, and human development. In addition, the author

considers the reduction of the poverty in the midst of the present globalization movement.
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