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A Possibility of Applying the French Ministerial Cabinet System to Japan

Tadashi MASUDA
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Nowadays in Japan, the administrative reform is one of the most important issues. In this
issue, it is discussed how we could stabilize the political leadership in a framework of politicon
administrative relations. According to the theoretical dichotomy between politics and adminis-
trations, increases in the number of politicians within the government naturally leads to a
strengthened political leadership. We know this solution as the Westminster (British) model.
However I think that it is not adequate to Japan, as Japanese bureaucracy virtually dominates
political parties in the policy making process. In those countries having a dominant bureaucracy,



I consider the French ministerial cabinet system (the French model) as most effective. In this
system, a minister as the top of the administration, who is also a politician, can hold more
initiative of policy making and autonomy of the power by one’s personal staff of political
appointee. In order to introduce such into Japan, we need to consider the framework of the
government system as a whole. Nevertheless, in the founding of the Cabinet Office (Naikakuchu),
the increase of the cabinet secretariat (Naikakuokanbo) has been partially realized already.
Moreover we need to consider the general introduction of the French model into other

government ministries and agencies.
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