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Reform for Decentralization and Authority to Enact Ordinances

Masatoshi MIYAZAKI

Summary

With the establishment of comprehensive laws reforming of decentralization of
power, office work that had been entrusted to administrative organ as a symbol of
postwar centralism was abolished. To a greater extent,most of the work was reclassified
and allocated to self-government work and entrusted work by law, which was also
allocated to the local public bodies.Also,the local authority for establishment of law was
extended to self-government work,as well as,to entrusted work by law.

However, the national government maintains its power to enforce laws and local
public bodies can establish local ordinances as far as those do not violate national
laws. Thus in essence,the ability of local bodies to establish new ordinances is to a
greater extent dependent on the overall political perspective of the national govern-
ment. In the aims of reform of decentralization of power,national legislative control
should be reduced and local public bodies should be permitted to employ improved
judicial abilities,in order that local public bodies can formulate policies according

regional requirements.
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