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An Analysis of Political Cleavages between Left and Right
in the French National Assembly

Tadashi MASUDA

Summary

Under the French Fifth Republic, a change of governments has happened in most
general elections since 1981. With each change of government, it is not definite that new
policies actually become moderate and centered in the long term. Yet, on one hand, the
extent of policy changes between left and right coalition governments has gradually
become less significant in France. On the other hand, paradoxically, political parties
emphasize their own ideological appeal in order to gain a more pronounced identity.

In this study, incorporating survey data of French deputies, I tend to clarify the compo-
nents of the left-right cleavage, and approach statistically to discover what divides left and
right in contemporary France.

As the result of logistic regression analysis, left and right, that is to say, parliamentary
government and opposition are classified by certain dependent variables, which are
connected with the terms of (1) classical capitalist-labor relations and (2) government
systems, i.e.,liberal democracy and neo-corporatism etc. As the next step, other cleavages

must be explored.
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