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Mergers of Municipalities in the Era of Large-City Growth and Large-City Division
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[Summary]

As people expand their daily and economic activities, many local governments have faced
increasing projects to be conducted across a number of districts. In addition, decentralization of
power and deregulation are under way nationwide. Due to these social changes, local governments

are required to equip themselves with faculties for making policies and plans on their own, powers
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to execute them and financial grounds to afford them. To deal with those needs, the Japanese
Government has thought it effective to make smaller municipalities consolidate and form larger
ones. The governmental efforts to help consolidation movements forward have not functioned well
enough to produce a lot of consolidation nationwide so far in the Heisei era. One of the obstacles is
anxiety among smaller municipalities about demeits of merger, that is, disadvantages brought about
by being absorbed into a larger municipality.

In the Meiji era, a number of large scale consolidations and mergers were put into effect by the
Meiji Government initiatives, leaving residents’ will out of consideration, for the purpose of
forming the infrastructures for modernizing Japan. In the Showa era, the post-war consolidations
and mergers were driven by forces for building a democratic Japan as well as by preparing
infrastructures for enabling high growth of the Japanese economy.

Consolidations in the Heisei era should be sought after for the purpose of strengthening
infrastructures suitable for the age of information-oriented and globalized societies. Regardless of
their sizes, municipalities need to be linked not only on mutually independent bases but also on
non-hierarchical networks. Those horizontal and equal networks will play the key roles in

restructuring spatical frameworks among the established municipalities.
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