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Recent Trends in Poverty Reduction Policies
-Predominantly in Latin America-

Chizu FUKUI

Summary

Poverty reduction remained a prominent topic of concern amongst international organizations
and governments of both developed and developing countries in 2000’s. In the past, poverty
reduction policies put their stress on social development and economic growth: indeed, wealth
rather than people and economy rather than society had been considered of more prominent value.
Increase of ‘Domestic Property’ as trade surplus and GNP were also major concerns.

During the 1990’s, though, poverty reduction policies were reformed from economy-first to
‘Human Development’ — oriented to improve humans’ basic nature. It is noteworthy that in the
1990’s many international organizations had discussed poverty reduction from multi-dimensional
perspectives to reach clear agreements with more concrete actions. Under the policies endorsed by
the international community, the UNDP proposed to promote human development regarding
improvements of humans’ basic nature and to develop an estimate index. The World Bank
proposed and promoted poverty reduction policies, and the Okinawa G8 Summit also proposed
future policies by summarizing poverty reduction issues.

It should be especially valued that actual goals and target years to combat poverty were set
during the Okinawa G8 Summit in 2000. For both developed countries supporting poverty
reduction and developing countries with high rates of poverty, these goals can be of significant
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help in order to survey and estimate poverty conditions at a national level; the proposed guidelines
may as well lead to more concrete effective strategies and policies.
This paper considers the poverty reduction policies discussed in the 1990’s to the 2000’s as well

as the recent trends comparing poverty conditions predominantly in Latin America.
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