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The Relationship between Spatial Sites and Landmarks

Yasuo TSUGAWA
Summary

One can find throughout the world various spatial sites, which have to come to take on certain
meanings as a result of human activities or interactions. One of those examples is the Greenwich
Astronomical, which is the standard for meridian and world standard time (Greenwich (Mean)
Time). Another example is the Akashi Astronomy Science Museum in Japan. It is too important to
ignore for it is the geographical points of Japanese standard time, which is the base of our living.
Both are geographical points, which have taken on additional meaning as a reference to time and
space for modern society.

In deliberate formation or reconstruction of the cities, there are many examples in which the
roads are devised and the proper landmarks are located to help people's concept or comprehension
of space consciousness. In Kyoto back in 794A.D., under Jyohou-sei, the roads were constructed in
a checkerboard fashion, laying from east to west and north to south. Kyoto nowadays, such street
names are still important for the recognition of the space for residents of Kyoto.

Thus, symbolic buildings and landmarks are built to support our spatial sense and to help locate
places accurately. The fundamental characteristics of landmarks located abstractly on spatial
coordinates are the natural and cultural clement supported by abstract, symbolic, spatial, and
acknowledged features.

In this thesis, I will discuss the relationship between Spatial Sites and Landmarks. The formation
of Sapporo City in Hokkaido where accurate standard and some symbolic space had been located in

the process of city construction will be referred to as an example. As a result, Sapporo came to have
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its city formation in which Odori Park as an abscissa, Sosei River as an ordinate and Sapporo TV
Tower at the centre. It is clear that Spatial Sites have been identified and located as a necessity for
the residents of surrounding communities.

In other words, important points were formed as a result of causes formed throughout people's

various decision making, necessity and coincidence happened in a certain period of time.
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