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Forest Exploitations and Timber Export Restrictions in Southeast Asian Countries

Satoshi TACHIBANA

Southeast Asian countries have played an important role in world timber trade, especially in Japanese
timber imports. The deforestation in the region, however, has accelerated in the last two decades. In the
meantime, many restrictive policies on timber exports have been enforced in the major timber-exporting
countries such as the Philippines, Indonesia, and Sabah and Sarawak of Malaysia, facing various situations of
forest resources and wood-based industries.

This study aims to reveal the background and progress of the restrictive policies. The results are the
followings; (1) Forest exploitation of Sabah started in the 1960’ s, with an intention of supplying the Japanese
timber market. Indonesian forest exploitation has been actively pursued since the late 1960’ s, when forest
exhaustion in the Philippines became apparent. Both Indonesia and Sabah have taken over the role of main
suppliers to Japan since the middle of the 1970’ s. The extent of forest exploitation in Sarawak fell far behind
that in the other countries because of the lower quality of its logs and its low dependence upon timber-related
revenue. (2) Indonesia’ s new forestry policy has been in force since 1979 and has used a log export quota
system since 1980 in order to encourage its timber-processing industries, especially plywood industry. This
log export quota turned into log export ban in 1985. On the other hand, exhaustion of forest resources in
Sabah became worse in the 1980’ s because of excessive timber harvest. Sabah introduced a log export quota
system in 1987, facing the serious deforestation. This log export quota came into force in 1989, along with its
promotion measures for the timber-processing industries. Eventually, Sabah adopted a log export ban policy
in 1993. And furthermore, Sarawak started a log export quota policy in 1992 and tightened it in 1993, in

order to encourage its timber-processing industries with comparatively rich forests.
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Keywords: Log export ban, Log export quota, Industrialization of timber-processing industries, Indonesia,
Sabah State of Malaysia, Sarawak State of Malaysia
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Daerah Istimewa Aceh 5,539,000 3,282,260 4,090,000 59 1,051,406 666,800 1,375,704
Sumatera Utara 7,168,068 3,526,448 4,350,000 49 1,391,129 253,885 1,349,886
Sumatera Barat 4,229,730 2,942,869 2,360,000 70 1,206,624 599,694 539,707
Riau 9,456,160 4,634,668 6,600,000 49 390,000 410,908 1,960,128 1,873,632
Sumatera Selatan 10,277,500 4,028,200 7,350,000 39 774,700 796,500 333,000 2,124,000
Jambi 5,100,000 2,220,300 3,670,000 44 181,200 602,900 363,100 1,073,100
Bengkulu 1,978,870 977,957 49 441,090 296,038 213,916 26,913
Lampung 3,301,545 1,083,749 33 336,100 422,500 44,120 281,029
Jawa Barat 4,630,001 973,762 973,000 21 229,455 196,446 0 547,861
DKI Jakarta 59,000 1,166 1,000 2 51 127 0 988
Jawa Tengah 3,421,000 673,588 658,000 20 65,543 2,952 0 605,093
DI Yogyakarta 317,000 16,696 17,000 N 3,246 231 0 13,219
Jawa Timur 4,791,970 1,348,237 1,340,000 28 255,818 245337 0 847,082
Kalimantan Barat 14,680,700 7,695,625 9,760,000 52 2,047,125 1,336,750 2,988,750 1,323,000
Kalimantan Tengah 15,300,000 10,997,419 13,075,000 72 800,000 729,419 3,400,000 6,068,000
Kalimantan Selatan 3,700,000 2,029,800 1,395,000 S5 432,486 139,315 132,975 1,325,024
Kalimantan Timur 21,144,000 15,951,620 17,240,000 75 3,643,860 1,968,600 4,826,100 5,513,060
Sulawesi Utara 2,751,501 1,583,720 5,645,000 S8 285,430 326,590 741,200 230,500
Sulawesi tengah 6,368,925 4934915 77 1,764,720 604,780 2,142,606 422,809
Sulawesi Tenggara 3,814,000 2,190,160 57 420,795 273,359 827,115 668,891
Sulawesi Selatan 6,292,650 3,351,789 4,293,000 53 2,004,070 189,639 993,082 164,998
Bali 563,286 125,513 121,000 22 84,059 31,951 5,650 3,853
Nusa Tenggara Barat 2,015,315 1,063,274 734,000 53 481,682 134,759 222,712 224,121
Nusa Tenggara Timur 4,738,920 1,476,592 629,000 31 667,601 131,890 398,954 278,147
Maluku 8,572,800 5,096,883 6,000,000 59 1,550,356 440,956 1,807,107 1,298,464
Irian Jaya 41,066,000 28,816,270 31,000,000 70 8,648,610 8,311,820 4,732,360 7,123,480
Timor Timur 1,460,937 689,822 47 435,277 38,850 170,484 45,211
Total 192,738,878 111,713,302 121,301,000 58 29,592,433 19,152,996 29,568,656 33,399,217

Zf5} © Secretariat General of Ministry of Forestry, Forestry Statistics of Indonesia 1994/1995
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